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much taken up with a history of Cicero's times, and says that the 
charm of biography consists in the faithfulness with which domestic 
details and little traits of personal character are presented. If this be 
so, it is not for their charm, then, that the world demands biographies 
of its great men. Cicero was an orator, a philosopher, and a statesman 
of Rome at the epoch when Roman history was most interesting ; and 
it is these aspects of the man that biography should mainly describe. 
Let trivial details be admitted only on condition that their presence ex- 
cludes nothing more important. English literature, which had so long 
been content with Middleton's Life of Cicero, may for an equal period 
be satisfied with this work of Mr. Forsyth's. But there is yet room 
for a comprehensive biography of the great Roman, written by a man 
of genius and historical insight. 

We believe that there is not one typographical error in all the seven 
hundred pages of this work. The index would have been better if it 
had been made very much more copious. The outward appearance of 
the volumes leaves nothing to be desired. 



24. — Collection De Vries. A Series of French, German, Italian, and 
Spanish College Text-Booh, comprising Tales, Novelettes, Comedies, 
Poetry, etc. Boston. 1864, 1865. 12mo. 

This collection, which now embraces more than fifty separate publi- 
cations, is of great excellence, both as regards the selection of the works 
comprised in it and the form in which they appear. Each number of 
the series is for sale separately, and of many of the numbers there 
are two editions, one with notes to assist beginners in the languages, 
and one of the text alone for advanced readers. 

In the German series we have Hans Andersen's delightful Bilder- 
btich ohne Bilder, one of the works most characteristic of his pleasant 
genius ; Tieck's story of Die Elfen, and his little drama Das Roth- 
kappchen ; two amusing comedies by Pultitz ; two of Paul Heyse's ex- 
cellent stories ; Herman Grimm's two remarkable essays on Die Venus 
von Milo and Rafael und Michel Angelo ; and several other works by 
modern and contemporary authors of the first rank. 

The French series contains some of the best stories of George Sand, 
Balzac, Mme. Reybaud, Jules Sandeau, Theophile Gautier, and others. 
In the Italian series are Pellico's well-known tragedy of Francesca da 
Rimini ; Dall' Ongaro's charming tale of La Rosa dell' Alpi ; Nota's 
lively comedy of La Fiera ; Grossi's Ulrico e Lida ; and other produc- 
tions of recent Italian authors, which have heretofore been rarely ac- 
cessible in this country. 
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The Spanish series begins with Fernan Caballero's story of La Fa- 
hiilia de Alvareda, and contains other works well fitted to promote the 
study of Spanish among us, and very welcome to readers of the lan- 
guage as among the best specimens of the current literature of Spain. 

The notes are by competent scholars, and so far as we have exam- 
ined them are judicious and helpful. All the numbers of the different 
series are neatly and generally very carefully printed, and form pretty 
and attractive little volumes. Mr. De Vries deserves great credit for 
his enterprise in undertaking these publications, and we sincerely trust 
that he may be encouraged to continue and greatly extend this Ameri- 
can library of foreign works. 



25. — The Iliad of Homer rendered into English Blank Verse. By 
Edward, Earl of Derby. In Two Volumes. New York : Scrib- 
ner. 1865. 8vo. pp. x., 430, and 457. 

There are two singular superstitions firmly rooted in the English 
mind, — a belief in the divine efficacy of Greek and of Lords. The 
one is apparently deemed essential to eternal, as the other to political 
salvation. To be able to write in the Hellenic character a copy of 
verses that would have set the teeth of all Athens on edge, is an essen- 
tial prerequisile for ecclesiastical preferment ; comment the Ecclesia- 
zusse and be a bishop ; and yet for a noble to condescend to an acquaint- 
ance with the language even thus consecrated adds a new lustre to the 
coronet, and deserves the national gratitude. For the first Earl in Eng- 
land to know anything, indeed, is a concession to popular prejudice as 
unusual as it is gratifying. It is no wonder, then, if the Earl of Der- 
by's translation has been received in England as the unmerited inter- 
vention of a superior being in favor of human imperfection. A god 
descends again to share in this battle of interpreters upon the windy 
plains of Troy. 

There are two theories of translation, — literal paraphrase, and free 
reproduction. At best, the translation of poetry is but an imitation of 
natural flowers in cambric or wax; and however much of likeness there 
may be, the aroma, whose charm of indefinable suggestion in the asso- 
ciation of ideas is so powerful, is precisely what is lost irretrievably. 
From where it lurked in the immortal verse, a presence divined rather 
than ascertained, baffling the ear which it enchanted, escaping the grasp 
which yet it thrilled, airy, evanescent, imperishable, beckoning the im- 
agination with promises better than any fulfilment, 

" The parting genius is with sighing sent." 



